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Teacher’s Notes

Preparation:
Copy one sheet for each student. Tell students to keep the sheets as you will be repeating this
activity in other lessons.

In class:
This is a variation of the game Categories (Stadt – Land - Fluß in German) which many students
will know.  You may want to revise the alphabet before playing this.  Either do the first step
yourself or ask a student to do it.  Say the alphabet silently to yourself.  If you reach the end,
start again.  Someone else should say “Stop” after a time.  Then say the letter you have reached
out loud, for example, m.  Everyone writes down one word beginning with the letter for each
column as quickly as possible (e.g. Malta, mouse, manager).   The first person to fill in all the 
columns says “Stop” and the class compares words.  One point can be given for each correct
word if you want to make this a competitive game.  All the members of the class should agree
that the word is correct and fits into the category.  You can also ask students to spell the words
they have written.

Three categories have been specified here.  Once students are familiar with the game, you can
ask them to name a category or you can choose one yourself using the words from the relevant
unit (languages, towns, transport, shops, etc.)  You can also use less specific categories such as
presents, friends, or work.  Students write down a word they associate with the category and
have to justify their choice by means of a sentence. 




